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ABSTRACT:

The article is devoted to analysis and description of the
Hill Mari meteorological folk omens, which were divided
into 5 groups by the type of phenomenon, which is
predicted: 1) precipitation omens, 2) cold weather
omens, 3) warm weather omens, 4) flood omens, 5)
common weather omens. Omens of precipitation form
the largest group in number, which consists of several
subgroups, distinguished by the type of precipitation:
rain omens, snow omens, hail omens, wet weather
omens. The division into subgroups is carried out on the
basis of content of conditions in omens: 1) the
characteristics of atmospheric phenomena, 2) the
behavior of representatives of the animal world and
plants, 3) the weather conditions during religious
holidays, 4) the physical condition of a human, 5) the
phenomena associated with household objects and
technical devices. Percentage diagrams represent the
ratio of different groups and subgroups of omens.
Conclusions about the time, origin, and other features
of the omens, and the lifestyle of the Hill Mari people
are made on the basis of the phenomena and objects
mentioned in the omens.
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RESUMEN:

El articulo esta dedicado al analisis y la descripcidén de
las predicciones meteoroldgicas populares de Hill Mari,
gue se dividieron en 5 grupos por el tipo de fenédmeno
que se predice: 1) predicciones de precipitacién, 2)
predicciones de clima frio, 3) predicciones de clima
calido, 4 ) augurios de inundaciones, 5) predicciones
meteoroldgicas comunes. Predicciones de precipitacion
forman el grupo mas grande en numero, que consiste
en varios subgrupos, que se distinguen por el tipo de
precipitacion: predicciones de lluvia, predicciones de
nieve, predicciones, predicciones del clima humedo. La
division en subgrupos se lleva a cabo sobre la base del
contenido de las condiciones en los augurios: 1) las
caracteristicas de los fendmenos atmosféricos, 2) el
comportamiento de los representantes del mundo
animal y las plantas, 3) las condiciones climaticas
durante las festividades religiosas, 4) el condicién fisica
de un humano, 5) los fendmenos asociados con objetos
domésticos y dispositivos técnicos. Los diagramas de
porcentajes representan la proporcion de diferentes
grupos y subgrupos de predicciones. Las conclusiones
sobre el tiempo, el origen y otras caracteristicas de las
predicciones y el estilo de vida de los habitantes de Hill
Mari se basan en los fenédmenos y objetos mencionados
en las predicciones.
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1. Introduction

Until the beginning of the century of modern technologies, people anticipated the upcoming
events on the grounds of the phenomena surrounding them. Repeated signs were established,
preserved and passed from generation to generation in the form of folk omens. In the
Explanatory Dictionary of the Russian language, an omen is understood as a phenomenon or a
case that is popularly considered to be foreknowledge of anything (Ozhegov, Shvedova, 1999,
p. 594).

Mari omens have long attracted the attention of connoisseurs of the Mari literature. They were
published in the first periodicals in the Mari language, in particular, in the "Mari Calendar". They
were the subject of linguists’ research. A.E. Kitikov made a great effort by collecting and
systematizing the Meadow Mari and the Hill Mari omens (Kitikov, 1989). The Hill Mari omens
are given in the works of F.T. Gracheva (Gracheva, 2001). Superstitious component in the Mari
language in comparison with the Russian and English languages is analyzed by Y.Y. Fliginskikh,
S. L. Yakovleva, R. A. Kudryavtseva, K. Yu. Badina and S. S. Akeldina (Fliginskikh, 2017, pp.
50-58; Fliginskikh, Yakovleva, Kudryavtseva, Badina and Akeldina, 2016, pp. 1634-1640.).

Omens for the research were collected from different sources. These are interviews with native
speakers of the Hill Mari Language from different settlements of the Gornomariyskiy district:
V.Z. Vorontsova and L.A. Vorontsova from the village of Tsyganovo, G.P. Petrova from the
village of Sarapayevo, L. I. Kapitonova and M.G. Kapitonova from the village of Vilovatovo,
S.Kh. Opleva from the village of Pyatilipovka, E.Z.Opleva and I.V. Trubyanova from the village
of Pernyangashi; omens collections compiled by A.E. Kitikov (Kitikov, 1989) and F.T. Gracheva
(Gracheva, 2001).

The Hill Mai meteorological omens make a large group. Since the main activity of the Hill Mari
people was agriculture, cattle and poultry breeding, beekeeping, gathering, and fishing, it
becomes obvious that the weather conditions had a great impact on the yield and, as a
consequence, on the prosperity of the family, therefore meteorological omens were very
important.

Currently, people use the weather forecast in order to learn about the upcoming weather.
However, even the forecasts of meteorological services are not always true, and people still
appeal to folk omens.

2. Method and Results

The analysis of meteorological omens demanded traditional methods and techniques of
collecting and systematizing folklore material. The classification of omens was conducted by
using the descriptive, semantic, typological and counting methods.

During the analysis of weather phenomena, which are predicted, the following groups of omens
were distinguished: 1) precipitation omens, 2) cold weather omens, 3) warm weather omens,
4) flood omens, 5) common weather omens. The percentage of different groups of
meteorological omens indicates the primary importance of particular natural phenomena mainly
for the agricultural activities of the Hill Mari people (Diagram 1).

Omens about the upcoming precipitation make up more than half of all meteorological omens
(51%), most of which predict rain (Diagram 2). Rain is almost the main natural factor affecting
yields at relatively constant seasonal favorable climatic temperature regimes in the territory of
living of the Hill Mari people.



Diagram 1. Percantage ratio of the Hill Mari meteorological folk omens

m Precipitation folk omens (51 %) m Warm weather folk omens (12 %)
» Cold weather folk omens (17 %) ® Common weather folk omens (11 %)
® Flood folk omens (9 %)

Diagram 2. Percentage ratio of the Hill Mari folk omens predicting
different types of precipitation

~A

® Rain folk omens (80 %) m Snow folk omens (4 %)

m Hail folk omens (4 %) m Wet weather folk omens (13 %)

The signs of the coming rain are changes in the sky itself. They include observations of the
shape and color of the clouds, the rays of the sun: «Bagew keus! WEIHUMEI FOAbIM, SA1BAAM KONTa
rbiHb, BEC Keyew top Tonew». ‘If the sun radiates rays during the sunset, it will rain next day’
(Opleva, S.Kh.). «Keusl N1 KOroH neiy, po30BbIv MbIHb, 0P NNH Kepaew». ‘If the sun is bright,
dark pink - it can rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 101). «lein weManaHa - op nmaw». ‘If the clouds are
rosy, it may rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 106). «Keubl NMMYAHTBIH IMBIHb, NbIBbIPrbl AMaw». ‘If the sun is
circled, the weather will be wet’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 226).

Within the group of rain omens there is a subdivision by the signs based on observations of the
behavior of animals, birds, insects, plants, which indicate the occupation of the Hill Mari people
by agriculture, poultry farming, cattle breeding, forestry, in general, close connection with
nature.

There was a plot of land or a vegetable garden at any Hill Mari household, and the observations
of its vegetation were also transformed into omens: «KaBwTaBnywThl cap neneasiw nei3eipra
reiHb, top Tonew>». ‘If the yellow flowers are closed in the vegetable garden, it will rain’ (Kitikov,



1989, p. 112). «Tbin nenegbIWBbIWTE ABINBLIBAA WYKbI bINbIT MBIHbEI, 0P NMwawnbik». ‘If there are
a lot of butterflies on the cuckooflower, it will rain’ (Kitikov, 2001, p. 113). «Ow Tabak topaH
MredsiaH neneasil LalKaBnaxsiM nadbliH WeIHAA» . ‘Before the rain fragrant tobacco buds are
open’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 113).

Deductions of the approaching weather phenomena are based on the behavior of domestic
animals, small rodents and insects: «LlamMa OHrblpelHeH KblganblWTeLW rBiHb, Op Tonew». ‘If the
colt runs neighing, it will rain soon’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 115). «Aap BbIp-Bblp Kyl YOHIreLwTa rbiHb,
asgpaH nuaw, yneiksl - top Tonew». ‘If the ladybird flies upwards - the weather will be bright, if it
flies down - it will rain’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 225). «/5inBn4 3eMN4M paxTeH LWLIHAAT MBIHb, 0P
Tonew». ‘If earthworms make holes in the earth, it will rain’ (Opleva, E.Z.) The omens, in which
a haystack is mentioned, confirm that the Hill Mari were engaged in the preparation of hay and
kept cattle: «Kansa nepkawsiM KanHa NokwasaH onTa rbiHb, WEPKEI topaH auaw». ‘If the mouse
makes a nest in the middle of the haystack, the autumn will be rainy’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 216).
Mentioning of a shard beetle also proves that the Hill Mari kept cattle: ‘If shard beetles do not
fly In the evening, it will rain soon’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 130).

The Hill Mari always kept a cat and a dog in the house. The behavior of these domestic animals
also predicted the upcoming events, in particular, rain: «n nadpaanew réiHb, TeNbIM - NOPaH,
KAHMBDKEIM top nuaw». ‘If the dog is wallowing on the ground, there will be snowstorm in winter,
and rain - in summer’ (Trubyanova, I.V.). «KoTn anu nmn wynbIM KayKbIT rBiHb, Op Tonew». ‘If a
cat or a dog eats grass, it will rain’” (Vorontsova V.Z.).

Besides agriculture, the Hill Mari were engaged in fishing, which is proved by a number of
careful observations of ponds’ and rivers’ surface, inhabitants and plants, recorded in the form
of omens: «lnuron Tbip BepeMaH BbI4 NblHAAWeW MbiMbipreH Basew». If the loach hides in the
mud, the weather will be clear’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 167). «[1peHaBna NapeilWTEl BYWbIM NbIKTbIH
WeHAAT — top amaw». ‘If the twigs put out their ends in the lake, it will rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p.
130). «iOp TONMbI aH3bIL WYHIABNA TAPBAHAT, UK CUP TBIL BeC cupbiw KawTbliT». ‘Before the rain,
the hummocks float from one side to the other’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 127).

Due to keenness of observation of the Hill Mari fishermen, there were omens about different
behavior of leeches before certain types of precipitation or other weather phenomena: «lOp
aH3bIl, BbIANBINMBAA BBUTHBI KUAT Nb, NBIFrBIPpE-NeIrbipe nene sKTe BbiA rbil, TaKTBIH, M3K aMmaapia
kKeuanteim». ‘Before the rain, leeches lie on the surface of the water or are exposed half as
flasks’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 134). «X646IPTHIW JIMMELLKE! JTYaTKOK-/TyaTHBLUT LALW aH3blIL
BEIANLINMBNA ThIprbKfaHal TEIHFANBIT, KAKNAprbiabIT, BeA reil NakTeim». ‘Half a day before the
storm, leeches begin to worry, trying to wriggle out of the water’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 144).

Omens make it possible to judge how and in what way the food was cooked in the old days,
while people's thoughts were again focused on the rain: «[lMag nbiHAALW P aH3bIy, BIHFew>». ‘The
bottom of the boiler will light up while cooking before the rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 128). «Kamaka
ONTbIMbl roabiM TpybalUTbIWbl CbiLELW Thi1 MHXeLW rbiHb, Hauka nuaw». ‘If the fire of the furnace
burns in a pipe on soot, the weather will be wet’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 216).

Omens containing signs of trees and plants, which predict rain, tell us that the Hill Mari owned
some knowledge of the forest: «Kykwbl nbiMmerox asipnaH BuaHa, topnaH nbiBbipra». ‘A dry
juniper straightens to a bright weather, and becomes more flexible to a rainy weather’. (Kitikov,
1989, p. 161). «KyKLWbl NbIMErOX BalUTbIp OP TO/IMbI aH3bll NbiBbipra». ‘A branch of dry juniper
becomes flexible before the rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 111).

The beginning of rain is predicted by the physical condition of a human: «KeusiBansiH
MOHrapnaH Henbl - op Tonew». ‘If the man’s bones ache in the afternoon, it will rain’ (Kitikov,
1989, p. 126). «[bneiWw nerewTa — topnaaH». ‘'If an ear scratches, it will rain’ (Kitikov, 1989, p.
126). «CoTbireysiH oM Wo3wWw - op Tonew». ‘If a person feels sleepy, it will rain’” (Gracheva,
2001, p. 225).

Folk omens about natural phenomena can be based on the peculiarities of passage of the very
natural phenomena, as in the example with rain: «Mpokwwebl op KeubiBanew LapHa; KeybiBasbIH



Nblpa rbiHb, CyTKalW LIOKTA; BaAew Tosiew — amanauw kogew». ‘The morning rain will finish for
dinner, the midday rain will last for 24 hours, the evening rain will pour until the morning (will
stay for the night)’ (Vorontsova, V.Z.). «O6ea roabiM NblpbilWbl OPp KYXbIH topew». ‘The rain,
which has begun at around lunch, will last a long time’. (Gracheva, 2001, p. 219). «Mpokok
LWOKLWHbI Wanra rbiHb, XeiA6IPTEIWAH OpbIM BblYvbl». ‘If it has been hot since morning, wait for a
thunderstorm rain’ (Petrova G.P.).

The next group with fewer number of folk omens is compiled of cold weather omens. They may
be divided into two groups, one of which is based on observations of natural phenomena,
animals and plants, the other on the behavior of technical devices when the cold approaches.
Accordingly, it can be argued that the omens from the first group have deeper roots, came from
the antiquity, the second group is the most modern, based on the innovations of the 20th
century.

The folk omens, predicting cold weather by the character of natural phenomena and animals’
behavior, include the following examples: «LUEPKEIM NBIBBUIMEI WYKbI MBIHb, TeN ywTsl anaw>», ‘If
there is a lot of rowan berries in autumn, the winter will be cold’ (Opleva, S.Kh.). «Kekkombbl
KY>bl CTpesika AOH YOoHrewTaT rbiHb, YwTel nmaw». ‘If the wild geese fly in a long wedge, the
weather will be cold’ (Vorontsova V. Z.). «LUBIHrEIPTEILW UIMBIM @alblipbIMELWKE YIWTEl aK TOJ,
anbIpbIMbIKbl, UK YWTEl Tonew>». ‘Untill the starling does not separate the chick, there will be no
frost, as soon as it separates, it will be frosty once’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 227). «KoTn amanbim
roAblM HEPXBIM Nana AOoH Myaa reiHb, ywTsl nmaw». ‘If a cat covers the nose with its paw while
sleeping, it will be cold’ (Vorontsova V.Z.) «KoMbbl nenbsana wanra, ywTtsl Tonew». ‘If the goose
stands on one leg, it will be cold’ (Trubyanova I.V.). «[1n MbiHAblpana NBITEIPHANT Ba3blH MbiHb,
ykweikta». ‘If a dog curled up, it would be cold’ (Petrova G.P.). «kKoTn KkaMakaw Ky3a rbiHb -
ywTsl nmaw>» . ‘If a cat has climbed onto the stove, it will be cold’ (Kapitonova, L.I.). «Tym axenb
WYKbl Wavew reiHb, Ten ywtel nnaw». ‘If there are a lot of acorns this year, the winter will be
cold’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 227). «Ky>XblHep COTbIWKbI NaKTewWw rbiHb — yKWBIKTa». ‘If the mosquito
flies out into the light, it will be cold’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 56). «AHrsip naubinT™bl (Mbin kemb)
roablM yKWeIkTa». ‘When the ice in the rivers breaks up (the Volga starts moving), it gets colder
(Gracheva, 2001, p. 225). «Tenbsm Tpyba reil WEIKW TOP Ky3a rbiHb, YWTEl Amaw>», ‘If the smoke
rises straight from the pipe in winter, it will be cold’ (Opleva S.Kh.)

The group of folk omens, based on the descriptions of changes associated with technical
devices, consists of the following examples: «CBeT npoBoAaluThbl WYKbl KeK WEIH34 MbiHb, YLWTEI
Tonew”. ‘If there are a lot of birds sitting on the electric line, it will be cold” (Vorontsova V.Z.).
«TenedoH MaHrel Mblipa — ywTew». ‘If the telephone pole buzzes, there will be frost’
(Kapitonova M. G.) «lMapoxop oK MBIHABIPKEI WaKTa rbiHb, YKWeBIKTa». ‘If the horns of steamers
are heard far away, it will be cold’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 145).

As for the ratio of omens, bases on changes in natural phenomena and technical devices, the
first group is larger than the second.

All the folk omens, which predict warming, being collected during the research, are based on
descriptions of natural phenomena: «ThbirblAbl WEIHFA CBIH3AW MYLLHbBIM Wbipa — BEC Keyell
wokwbl nmaw». ‘If the midge flies into eyes, it will get warmer next day’ (Opleva, S. KH.).
«LLIEDKBIM AHMBIP MPBI KBIIMA MBIHb, WOoLWbLIM Mpkl Tonew». ‘If the river is covered with ice early in
autumn, spring will come early’ (Petrova, G. P.). «lLowbIM MyKL MPpBLI YHOHrewTENAW TEIHFaneLw
MbIHb, WOWbIM WoKLWbl nunaw». ‘If the bees begin to fly early, spring will come early’ (Petrova G.
P.). «KoMb6bI nbIMbIWTBI HYWTEINELW MBIHb, WokKweMaa». ‘If a goose bathes in the snow, it will get
warmer’ (Petrova G. P.).

4

The group of omens that predict flooding is not numerous - there are 4 omens (9%). Signs that
foreshadow the upcoming of flood are the characteristic behavior of birds, the features of
natural phenomena, and the weather on religious holidays: «Kek KoMbbl KyLIEIL, YOHreWTa -
wowbIiM BeIA4 Koro nnaw». If wild geese fly high, there will be a big flood in spring” (Kapitonova
M.G.). BEIpnaHrer MbinbiwThl UM NyaTKOK FEHA Nayllbl A4OH Nbinwanew reiHb, Wbin TapBana». ‘If
the wagtail strikes the ice on the Volga twelve times, it will soon break down’ (Kitikov, 1989, p.



82). «LlowbiM NbiAbIWTbl U apa KbiAblH KYKLWBILAL AM3LW, TEIABIH KYKLIBIL, MO0 BB N3,
‘The level at which there is an ice crust on the Volga, the flood will be at the same level’
(Kitikov, 1989, p. 82). «KEIWKEI NbIpbIM KeYbiH HOp opeLw — noaon Beig Koro nnaw». ‘If it rains
on the Holy Cross day, there will be a heavy flood in spring” (Kitikov, 1989, p. 82).

General weather forecasting omen group includes omens, predicting a clear, quiet weather,
peculiar for a separate day, weather changes or natural phenomena that are met in omens in
single cases. Signs of this group of omens are the features of atmospheric phenomena (color
and form of clouds), the behavior of animals (fish, leeches) and plants, the weather according
to the lunar calendar, superstitions, and weather conditions on religious holidays: «Keusl
LWBILMBI AOHbI HAMawWaHrew reiHb, agpa». ‘If the clouds are fleecy at sunset, the weather will be
bright” (Kitikov, 1989, p. 156). «5X0 KeubinaH Konena cup TeIpbIWKE TonbliT». ‘If the fish comes
to the bank, the weather will be clear’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 167). «5>X0 nreus! aH3blL, BLIAMNbINMBIA
KUWAT anb nagHaH MagbliT». ‘Before clear days, leeches lie at the bottom or calmly play’ (Kitikov,
1989, p. 168). There is only one omen predicting wind, which was also referred to the common
weather omens group: «Koro Mapaex aH3bil, BbIANbIMMBAA MU NBICBIH CApHBEINGBIT». ‘If the wind
will be strong, leeches swim swiftly’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 155).

The Hill Mari people also predict rain and common weather conditions according to the lunar
calendar: «Y TE136I lOpew WwaYyew rsiHb, TEN36I NBITBIMELWKB! opaH uredsl nnaw>». ‘If the rain falls
on the new moon, it will rain until the end of the month’ (Gracheva, 2001, p. 222). «Tein36l
MaXaHb UreyesiH Wayvew, TeXeHb nreys ThiN3bl NLITLIMELW nnaw». ‘The weather on the new moon
will last the whole month’ (Vorontsova V. Z.).

Omens of precipitations and common weather conditions are characterized by descriptions of
religious holidays. The peculiarity of these omens is a long-term prediction: «Koreubl aH3blL
BBIPreysiH Thlp - KAHMBDK Thip naw>». ‘If the weather is calm on Wednesday before the Easter,
the summer will be calm’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 100). «KBIWKEI NbIPpbIM KeYsIiH Op HOpeLl — NoJsioun
BbI4 Koro nuaw». ‘If it rains on the Holy Cross day (the Day of snake’s entrance), the flood will
be heavy’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 82). «YapHA KeUbIH NbIM JIN3LW TBIHb, WYAbl FOAbIM HauKbl Anaw», ‘If
it snows on the Shrovetide, it will be wet in the period of making hay’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 100).
«VNbUH KeYbIH 1op NU3LW MBIHb, KAHMBPK rad Hadkbl nnaw», ‘If it rains on the Ilia the Prophet's
Day, all the remaining summer will be wet’ (Kitikov, p. 98). «[loxpo reiL nepsn Masap apHS JibiM
KanblH, TEIHApP ApHS Bapa Ba3ew». ‘For how many days before the Protection of the Holy Virgin
Day snow appears, in as many weeks it falls’ (Kitikov, 1989, p. 44).

3. Conclusions

In the classification of the Hill Mari meteorological folk omens, the conditions and results of the
predicted phenomena were taken into account. According to the results of the phenomena, five
groups of omens were distinguished, which predict precipitation, cold weather, warming, flood,
and common weather cases. On the grounds of analysis of the forthcoming phenomena, there
were formed subgroups of omens. Among the most common omens are: 1) the characteristics
of atmospheric phenomena, 2) the behavior of representatives of the animal world and plants,
3) weather conditions during religious holidays, 4) the physical condition of a man, 5)
phenomena associated with household objects and technical devices. By the objects and
phenomena mentioned in the omens, it is possible to establish the habitual way of life of
people, since the omens reflect the most constant events in the life of people. The study
confirms that the main activities of the Hill Mari people were and still are agriculture, cattle and
poultry breeding, fishing, beekeeping, forestry. The Hill Mari people also use technical progress
to predict meteorological phenomena.

The percentage ratio of all groups of meteorological omens allows us to consider the most
numerous weather phenomena mentioned in the omens to be the most important for the life
and agricultural activity of the Hill Mari people. These are rain and cold weather.

At present, the way of life of the Hill Mari people has undoubtedly changed, it has become more



developed, integrated with the world community due to technological progress, the Internet,
multimedia technologies and modern methods of farming. However, for the most part,
especially among the rural population, interest and references to meteorological omens are still
demanded.
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